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Spellbound Theatre Presents
The Naughty Penguin - A Promenade Experience

Creator: Rebecca Gerrard
Adaptation for neurodiverse audiences: Emily Baldwin,
Susanna Brock, and Rebecca Gerrard

Nature Guide: Rebecca Gerrard
Zookeeper: Lorenza Bernasconi
Stage Manager/Seagull: Marina DeYoe-Pedraza
Teaching Artist/Zoo Helper: Marisol Rosa-Shapiro
Director: Susanna Brock
Puppet Design: Lauren Jost
Set Design: Dan Jones
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Brock, Associate Producers Rebecca Gerrard and
Maureen Donohue
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Rebecca Gerrard (she/her) is a Scottish, New York-based theater maker, performer,
facilitator and producer who has been devising and touring new work for young audiences
in Scotland and the USA for nearly two decades. Rebecca has toured for UK- based
companies including  Starcatchers and Grinagog, she’s presented work at Edinburgh
Children’s Festival, and had her own original, award-nominated work presented at the
Edinburgh Fringe. Since moving to the USA,  she’s toured Spellbound’s large scale
productions to Miami and Chicago, and presented at The New Victory  Theater. 

Rebecca also creates and facilitates theater and sensory-based programming with young
people and adults in daycares, schools, prisons, museums and community centers.
Rebecca first created Naughty Penguin in 2018 as a solo show, based on her experiences
of working in schools, and the often misunderstood ‘naughty kids’. Naughty Penguin has
toured extensively around NYC schools, museums and libraries and has been gradually
developed over the past 8 years. She’s extremely excited to present this current version as
Spellbound’s (and her own) debut at Lincoln Center!

Lorenza Bernasconi (she/ella) is a bilingual actress, from Lima, Peru and a proud ensemble
member of Spellbound Theatre; her work has focused on bilingual latine characters and
newly developed pieces. Recently on stage with Spellbound in Under the Tree at CMOM
and Off -broadway in  Odd Man Out (Pitch Black) & Evaluna, Bernarda Alba (Repertorio
Español). Favorite On-Camera credits include New York Homicide (Co-Star), and Indie
Films Kiddo  (NYLIFF best actress nomination). She has been part of the original cast for
premier contemporary Plays; Good Cuban Girls (The Arden), Carroll County Fix (Azuka
Theatre), Scandusical (The Pitt NYC) and Disney’s Encanto  (Disney x Camp). Para Viggo,
my nephew.

Marina DeYoe-Pedraza (she/ella) is a half-Puerto Rican kid raised in the Rio Grande Valley.
Growing up between cultures, identities, and lands has deeply influenced the arts she
supports and creates. A bilingual, multidisciplinary performer, she blends theatre, dance,
and puppetry to tell stories that reflect who she is and where she’s from. Much of her
career has focused on developing new Latine work, including Yamel Cucuy with Glass Half
Full Theatre and Casta by Adrienne Dawes. She holds an MFA in Acting from LSU.
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Marisol Rosa-Shapiro (she/her/ella) is a cultural worker, theater artist, educator, and
facilitator. Her acting, directing, writing, and devising work have appeared in NYC,
Philadelphia, Seattle, Boston, Miami, Maine, Colorado, Alaska, Texas, Italy, and Mexico.
Marisol is a tenured member of the teaching artist ensemble at the New Victory Theater
in NYC, where she has also developed original work for young audiences as a lead artist in
the LabWorks program and made her Off-Broadway directorial debut with Spellbound
Theater’s Wink. She is a graduate of Princeton University and of Helikos International
School of Theatre Creation in Florence, Italy. Recent original works include Read Me A
World, Auntieland, The Most Important Place in The World, and The Seven Ravens
Project. Her new play, Junk/Baby was recently a semi-finalist for the Terrence McNally
Award in Philadelphia.

Susanna Brock (she/her) is a disabled, New York based, Swedish theater maker, performer,
director and educator who creates multi-sensory, multi-lingual and interactive theater
with and for young audiences. She aims to create spaces where young people can dream
and play and critically reflect and comment on our world. For the past 15 years, she has
had the opportunity to work in many different parts of the world including Stockholm,
Paris, Kampala, Nairobi and New York where she has facilitated and performed in school
and community-based programs. She is ensemble member and Director of Community
Engagement at Flying Leap Productions and has been a teaching artist with organizations
like ArtsConnection, Brooklyn Conservatory of Music and The Children’s Museum of
Manhattan. For the past 5 years she has also led training and professional development
for NYC Public Schools, NYU and Bank Street School of Education. She holds a Master’s
of Applied Theater from CUNY School of Professional Studies.

Emily Baldwin (she/her) is an artist, access worker, facilitator, and born-and-bred New
Yorker currently based in London. Emily was part of Spellbound for a decade; she was the
Family Engagement Manager and ensemble member through 2021 before serving as
Board Secretary. She’s now a Creative Support Worker for Access All Areas Productions,
the longest-running learning disability theatre in the U.K., and an art facilitator at the UCL
Hospital.
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Spellbound Theatre is a national leader in Theater for the Very Young, creating original,
multidisciplinary performances; early childhood education programs; and community
events for families in New York City and around the country since 2012. Spellbound is
committed to providing young people ages 0-5 and their families with sophisticated and
innovative theater experiences that spark a sense of wonder, play, and agency during their
formative years. With our ensemble of artists and the experience of the young child at the
center, Spellbound strives to create work that is inclusive, accessible, and celebrates the
diverse personhood of our youngest audiences.

Join our mailing list or follow us on instagram @spellboundtheatre

UPCOMING EVENTS WITH SPELLBOUND THEATRE:
Join Spellbound Theater for a one-of-a-kind storytelling performance about the NYC
subway!  You have 3 chances to catch Catbear on her subway adventures this summer and
early fall.  For children ages 2-8 and their grownups.

Stand Clear of the Closing Doors, Please at The Children’s Museum of Manhattan
When: Saturday, July 11 |10:30am-11:10am & 12:00pm-12:40pm 
Where: 212 West 83rd Street | 1st Floor | Inside Art 

Stand Clear of the Closing Doors, Please (Spanish bilingual) at Domino Park
When: Sunday, August 30 | 4:00-5:00 pm & Sunday, September 27 4:00-5:00 pm
Where: 15 River St, Brooklyn, NY 11249

https://www.spellboundtheatre.com/email-signup.html
https://www.spellboundtheatre.com/stand-clear-of-the-closing-doors-please.html
https://cmom.org/
https://www.spellboundtheatre.com/stand-clear-of-the-closing-doors-please.html
https://www.dominopark.com/
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SPELLBOUND THEATRE IS SUPPORTED, IN PART, BY:
New York City Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City Council.  

New York State Council on the Arts with the support of the Office of the Governor and
the New York State Legislature.

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT FROM:
ART/NY
Materials for the Arts
Many generous individuals

SPECIAL THANKS TO:
Lincoln Center
Park Avenue United Methodist Church
LearningSpring
Aliza Greenberg
Gabe Smith
Arlo Gerrard Smith
Lauren Jost
Katy Wilson
Asha John
Jody Doo
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SUPPORT SPELLBOUND and “Play it Forward”

Our goal is to raise $5,000 by June 15th- help us get closer today!

At Spellbound Theatre we believe that play is central to early childhood, and weaves
through all of our shows and experiences for the youngest audiences (and their families!)..
Spellbound Theatre exists to make those early years rich with wonder, story, and
connection — for every child, regardless of zip code or income. We create opportunities
for children to play, explore, and imagine alongside others, and invest in their capacity to
connect, empathize, and create.

But we need your help to bring Spellbound's work to families, libraries, and
neighborhoods across the city. By donating today you're playing it forward: passing the
gift of a magical, formative experience to the next family.

Click here to donate

https://givebutter.com/spellbound-play
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